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PROLOGUE 

Man in the Natural Environment had the advantage of being surrounded, in his environment, 
by the products of Old Mother Nature: trees, leaves, mountains, grass plains, rivers, seashores, 
clouds and sky. 

Man began, however, to replace these with the products of his hand and his mind; of his 
design and planning; of his stupidity and shortsightedness: his buildings, roads, factories, 
advertising signs and all the paraphernalia of the Man-made Environment. 
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TAIPEDS CURIOUS BUILDINGS 

The streets of the Central Business District of Taipei are lined with older buildings of a more 
or less uniform three-storey height, which present to the street an outward expression of infinite 
variety. All present a ground floor arcade, two unified upper storeys and are topped with a 
parapet. Yet within this simple framework, the Japanese designers played havoc with the 
design and details of these facades, Details and decoration are borrowed freely from every 
age and nation in the world and inventively coricocted into these facades to make them 
Taipei’s curious buildings. 


Since to the designer, these were dealt with as facade elevations, most sketches are presented 
this way. Today many of these are completely covered over with Chinese shop signs. In 
the sketches many signs have been purposely omitted for clarification. 
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INTERNATIONAL STYLE 

The International Style is usually the name given to the recent plain-facade, glass and steel, 
box-like Architecture being built everywhere, and is loosely used to cover any such buildings 
built from 1920 in Europe to anywhere in the world, up to the present. To the layman it 
may be synonymous with the title ‘Modern Architecture’. 


However, in Taipei the ‘International Style’ takes on its own meaning and may be interpreted 
in a slightly different and more literal way. This special interpretation may be the reason 
for the many different buildings in Taipei whose details and 'style' are borrowed from every 
nation in the werld — thus we may jokingly call them —‘inter-National' ! 

I’m offering a few suggestions in the naming of the ‘styles’ of some of these buildings. 
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Japanese Perpendicular Style — Nippo erectus 
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FROZEN MUSIC 
Architecture has frequently been referred to as ‘Frozen Music’. One Architect said that when 


he neard music he saw buildings; another, that when he saw buildings he heard music! 
The buildings in Taipei tend to lean more towards the ‘frozen’ half of the title rather 
than to the ‘music’ half— closer to ‘icebergs’ rather than to symphonies | 
However some buildings in Taipei, do bring to my mind appropriate song titles or. lyrics 
of some popular American songs. . 
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TAIWAN 

During my three years here I have traveled to many parts of Taiwan making sketches as 
well as taking many photographs and eating many foods. These sketches range from temples 
to trees from Taipei to Ali Shan Mountain — emphasizing always the Physical Environment. 
Here are a few. 
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— Mr. Felix Tardio has been in Taiwan since 1963. 
During that time he served as Assistant Professor at Tunghai 
University in 1963/64, Associate Professor of Architecture at 
Tunghai in 1964/65, and one semester each at Chung Yuan 
College and the Chinese Culture Institute in 1965/66. 

The summers between school years were spent travelling 
in Asia, Europe and the US. a 

He received his education at the Department of Architecture 
of the University of Notre Dame and at the Graduate 
_ School of Fine Arts of the University of Pennsylvania. 
Born in Pennsylvania, Mr. Tardie worked for various 
Architects in New York for five years prior to coming to 
Taiwan, and now considers New York City his home. 


